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One of the appeals of Floridaisthe variety of
vegetation that can be grown here. Ornamental plants
beautify our environment and are avital part of the
Florida economy. Often trees and shrubs are the
major features that our landscapes are designed
around. Many of us grow citrus and other tropical
fruitsin our landscapes for beauty, and also to get
tasty treats. Unfortunately, we are not the only ones
who like these plants. Other organisms see our
landscape plants as a food source and can cause
considerable damage to them. These may be things
we can see like rabbits, birds, or insects. Other times
they may beinvisible, too small to be seen. Dueto
our warm temperatures, sandy soil, and humidity
Florida has more than it's fair share of these pests and
pathogens. Plant-parasitic nematodes (Figure 1) can
be among the most damaging and hard-to-control of
these organisms.

What are Nematodes?

Nematodes are unsegmented roundwormes,
different from earthworms and other familiar worms
that are segmented (annelids) or in some cases
flattened and dlimy (flatworms). Many kinds of
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Figure 1. Diagram of a typical plant-parasitic nematode.

nematodes are found in the soil of any landscape.
Most are beneficial, feeding on bacteria, fungi, or
other microscopic organisms and some may be used
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